The natural history of small abdominal aortic aneurysms: an ultrasound study.
A retrospective study was undertaken to assess whether, using serial ultrasound examinations, the behaviour of small abdominal aortic aneurysms could be predicted. The average increase in size was found to be 0.3 cm/year. The pattern of increase in size was not affected by age, sex or the presence of hypertension. A proposed course of management of patients with small aneurysms is suggested, particularly if they have other significant medical problems.